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a number of sharks followed close to the ship. These fish
being near a ship, seamen, who are generally superstitious,
deem a bad sign, and to portend death on board. Whether
this idea be well founded or not, I cannot take upon me
to say, but certain it is that during the attendance of at
least a dozen sharks, we lost a man, and one of no small
consequence, being no less a personage than the Captain's
cook, who being seized with a fever, was carried off by it
within thirty hours. His death however, did not prove
so serious a loss as we were at first apprehensive it would,
Mr. Chisholme having a Caffree servant who had been taught
to dress turtle in the West Indies, and afterwards attended
the kitchens of some of the most celebrated taverns in
London, which had cost his Master upwards of fifty
guineas. He undoubtedly was an admirable cook.

Upon crossing the line, all those who had never done so
before paid the customary forfeit of a gallon of rum to the
ship's crew, except Mr. Smith the Scotch Cadet, who not
being over stocked with money to purchase the spirits,
preferred submitting to the ceremony of ducking and
shaving, which he went through to our infinite amuse-
ment.

There was nothing I felt the want of so much as bread,
for in those days it was not customary to make that article
on board East Indiamen, and it unluckily happened that
the biscuit was uncommonly bad and flinty, so that it was
with difficulty I could penetrate it with my teeth. This
being the subject of conversation one day at table, a question
arose as to the time in which a person might eat one of
these biscuits, which ended in a wager of five guineas
between Rider and Grant, the former laying the latter that
he did not get rid of one by his teeth in four minutes. He
was to have no liquid to aid him. A bag of biscuits being
brought to table, the Doctor by mutual consent put his
hand in and brought out one, which was to be that of trial.
Chance here operated against Grant, for it proved an un-
commonly hard one, and he had difficulty in breaking it in
two. A watch being laid upon the table, at it he went